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Implanted tags giving biologists
information on where stocked chinook
originated
Courtes y of WI DNR, http://dnr.wi.gov/news/Weekl y/Article_Lookup.asp?id=2397

STURGEON BAY, Wis. – Stainless steel
tags smaller than a pencil lead and the “Dr.
Seussian”machine that can implant them in
8,000 fish per hour are unlocking the secrets of chinook in Lake Michigan, the biggest predator on the big pond. Loaded with
information about where and when each
fish was hatched, the tags are already showing that chinook caught by anglers in Wisconsin waters of Lake Michigan were just
as likely to come from Michigan as from
Wisconsin.
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
biologists recovered hundreds of coded
wire tags from angler-caught chinook from
Wisconsin ports during the summer of
2012.
“Our preliminary analysis indicates that
about 41 percent of these stocked and
tagged chinook originated from Wisconsin
stocking sites and 34 percent originated
from Michigan DNR stocking sites on Lake
Michigan,” says to Nick Legler, the lead
DNR fisheries biologist working on the
project.
“Another 9 percent originated from Michigan DNR’s Lake Huron stocking sites, 11
percent originated from Illinois, and 5 percent originated from Indiana,” Legler says.
“These tag returns will give us a much better understanding of how much of that mixing is occurring.”
Legler cautions that it’s important to re-

member that the information biologists have
so far is based on a few years’ tag returns.
“We expect much better information once we
have four to five year-classes tagged and those
returns analyzed.”Importantly, the tags will
also eventually help better document just how
many fish are naturally reproduced and how
many come from hatcheries. That’s a key
question because in the 1960s, when Wisconsin and other states first began stocking chinook to control alewives, an exotic fish, 100
percent of the chinook caught in the lake by
anglers were from hatcheries, Legler says.
In more recent decades, natural reproduction
has come on strong in Michigan tributaries
and a study started in 2006 and continuing in
2012 suggests that on average 55 percent of
the 1-year-old fish in the lake were naturally
reproduced.
“The key to a healthy fishery in Lake Michigan, which has a pretty disrupted ecosystem,
is balancing predator fish like chinook with
prey fish,” Legler says. “If more fish are being
naturally reproduced, we need to take that into
account when we stock.”
The states and Michigan tribes with management responsibilities on Lake Michigan recently agreed to adjust stocking starting in
2013 to offset the increased number of naturally reproduced chinook and low levels of
prey fish.
More of these tag returns and the information
they provide are expected in coming years
because the tagging machines, (Cont. Pg..3)
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Learn More:

What causes alewives to die off in great numbers at
certain times of the year?
Courtesy: University of Wisconsin Sea Grant Institue, http://www.seagrant.wisc.edu/Home/Topics/FishandFisheries/
Details.aspx?PostID=362

The alewife (Alosa pseudoharengus), native to the Atlantic
Coast, entered the Great Lakes
through the Welland Canal and
made their way to Lake Michigan by 1949. Alewives are not
well adapted to the osmotic
stress associated with life in
fresh water. In freshwater, the
salt concentration in a fish’s
body is higher than the surrounding water. For this reason
water tends to leak into the cells
of the fish, a process called osmosis. Freshwater fish must
constantly 'pump' water out of
their bodies; fish that are well
adapted to a freshwater environment have larger kidneys than
their saltwater counterparts.
Because of this physiological
stress, alewives are rather sensitive to disturbances in their
Great
Lakes
environment.
Alewives spend most of the year
in the deeper waters of the open
lake, but come into near shore
waters in the summer when they

temperatures. A severe change
in water temperature, such as
can occur with upwelling, can
cause fish to die.

Credit: Phil Moy, Wisconsin Sea
Grant

are ready to spawn. Alewives
begin to spawn when the water
temperatures reach about 5560o F. In their native habitat alewives are anadromous, swimming upstream to spawn in the
spring. In the Great Lakes, the
fish congregate near the outlets
of rivers or streams or near harbors that occur at the outlet of a
river. Generally, alewives begin
reproducing at about two years
of age. Alewives do not necessarily die after they spawn, but
when the fish move from the
deeper water to near shore areas
they are exposed to fluctuating

Underlying factors that relate to
alewife mortality in the spring
include: (1) their fragile condition due to the physiological
stress of being in fresh water (2)
a weakened condition due to lack
of forage in the winter (3) stress
related to spawning and (4) being
exposed to rapid temperature
changes when they enter nearshore waters to spawn. Whether
we will see them die off in large
numbers depends on population
abundance, age of the fish, general physical condition, and the
weather.

Credit: Phil Moy, Wisconsin Sea
Grant
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Chinook Tagging (Continued)
brought to Lake Michigan hatcheries by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service starting a few years ago, will continue to mark all hatcheryraised chinook salmon.
Those fish are now becoming big enough where they can be caught
by anglers or are making their spawning runs up the tributaries where
DNR and other states collect eggs.
Legler says that tags from chinook making their spawning runs up
Lake Michigan streams will enable DNR and partners to know
whether most of the fish stocked in Wisconsin return to the water in
which they were stocked, or whether they stray from that site. This
winter, DNR and USFWS biologists also will be analyzing tag returns in chinook processed at DNR’s Strawberry Creek egg collecting
facility. More than 800 chinook heads were collected for analysis at
that facility, as well as at DNR egg collection facilities in Kewaunee
and Racine.
“The tags that we collect from our spawning facilities during the fall
will allow us to learn more about straying rates,” Legler says. “They
also can allow us to determine the exact age of a marked fish, and we
can then compare each fish’s age to its weight to evaluate growth
rates, ecosystem predator-prey balance, etc. “In the future, Legler
expects DNR will ask anglers who harvest chinook in the fall during
the salmon runs on the tributaries to donate chinook heads to DNR
for analysis of the tags in the fish.
“By collecting heads from anglers during the fall, we hope that we’ll
be able to acquire data that will help us to determine when and where
mature salmon begin staging, before the fall spawning event.”
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Nick Legler, 920-7465112
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Bruch Funeral Home
3503 Roosevelt Road
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53142
Phone: 262-652-8298
Fax: 262-654-2644
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Supporting Members
Your help toward our cause is recognized and appreciated.
Thank You!!

Albatross Charters
Boat House
Wayne Brieske
Bruch Funeral Home
The Coffee Pot
Dave’s American Muffler
G-2 Printing
Richard Grabowski
Harborside Bait
Harborside Distributing
Jalensky’s
Kenosha Animal Hospital
Kenosha Transmission
Jim Kreuser
Sam’s Amusement
Spanky’s Bar & Grill
Tenuta’s
Robert Wirch

Muskrat Dave's, Down Rigger Service
All Manufacturer’s Rebuilt-Updated-Serviced
Needed Parts on Hand Phone:(262)620-8237
Need your radio or antenna checked? I have a SWR Meter
and antennae analyzer. Contact Randy @ (262)652-1193
Power Tech Stainless Steel 3 Blade Propeller
Model # UN200MQS 3 R 21
For Mercruiser Alpha 1 Drives 14" x 21 P Brand New
$325.00 or B.O. call Terry 262-945-3801

1984 22’ Sports Craft with Trailer
4 cylinder 470 Mercruiser, closed system
with electronic ignition, FM Radio and Locator
Contact Dave at (262) 620-8237 for price

1988 Cruisers 32’ Twin 350 engines. Purchased new and is in
excellent condition. The boat is equipped with a Microwave,
Stove, Refrigerator , Head, Shower and Stereo. It also is
equipped with Raytheon Radar (24 mile ), Auto Pilot, Garmin GPS, Fish Locator, Radio Hailer, 4 Walker Electric
Downriggers and Rod Holders. It has new canvas. Sleeps
six. Reduced to $21,000 OBO. Call Russ Sesto at 262-6520069. The boat can be seen on www.fishkenosha.com.
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The Twelve days of Christmas for the
Salmon Fisherman
On the first day of Christmas my fishing buddy gave to me... A new speed and temp probe.
On the second day of Christmas my fishing buddy gave to me... Two Captain’s pack electric downriggers. And a new speed and temp probe.
On the third day of Christmas my fishing buddy gave to me... Three 11” Flashers. Two Captain’s pack electric downriggers.
And a new speed and temp probe.
On the fourth day of Christmas my fishing buddy gave to me…Four Flasher boxes. Three 11” Flashers. Two Captain’s pack
electric downriggers. And a new speed and temp probe.
On the fifth day of Christmas my fishing buddy gave to me…FIVE 12 lb DOWNRIGGER BALLS. Four Flasher boxes. Three
11” Flashers. Two Captain’s pack electric downriggers. And a new speed and temp probe.
On the sixth day of Christmas my fishing buddy gave to me…Six spoon boxes. FIVE 12 lb DOWNRIGGER BALLS. Four
Flasher boxes. Three 11” Flashers. Two Captain’s pack electric downriggers. And a new speed and temp probe.
On the seventh day of Christmas my fishing buddy gave to me…Seven packs of split rings. Six spoon boxes. FIVE 12 lb
DOWNRIGGER BALLS. Four Flasher boxes. Three 11” Flashers. Two Captain’s pack electric downriggers. And a new speed
and temp probe.
On the eighth day of Christmas my fishing buddy gave to me…Eight magnum spoons. Seven packs of split rings. Six spoon
boxes. FIVE 12 lb DOWNRIGGER BALLS. Four Flasher boxes. Three 11” Flashers. Two Captain’s pack electric downriggers. And a new speed and temp probe.
On the ninth day of Christmas my fishing buddy gave to me…Nine packs of snap swivels. Eight magnum spoons. Seven packs
of split rings. Six spoon boxes. FIVE 12 lb DOWNRIGGER BALLS. Four Flasher boxes. Three 11” Flashers. Two Captain’s
pack electric downriggers. And a new speed and temp probe.
On the tenth day of Christmas my fishing buddy gave to me… Ten colors of lead. Nine packs of snap swivels. Eight magnum
spoons. Seven packs of split rings. Six spoon boxes. FIVE 12 lb DOWNRIGGER BALLS. Four Flasher boxes. Three 11”
Flashers. Two Captain’s pack electric downriggers. And a new speed and temp probe.
On the eleventh day of Christmas my fishing buddy gave to me… Eleven outstanding flies. Ten colors of lead. Nine packs of
snap swivels. Eight magnum spoons. Seven packs of split rings. Six spoon boxes. FIVE 12 lb DOWNRIGGER BALLS. Four
Flasher boxes. Three 11” Flashers. Two Captain’s pack electric downriggers. And a new speed and temp probe.
On the twelfth day of Christmas my fishing buddy gave to me…Twelve red treble hooks. Eleven outstanding flies. Ten colors
of lead. Nine packs of snap swivels. Eight magnum spoons. Seven packs of split rings. Six spoon boxes. FIVE 12 lb DOWNRIGGER BALLS. Four Flasher boxes. Three 11” Flashers. Two Captain’s pack electric downriggers. And a new speed and
temp probe.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Important dates this month

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

Club meeting
7-9 pm

4

Fly Tying

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

Fly Tying

Fly Tying

Christmas

5

6

7

8

12

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

26

27

28

29

Board
Meeting 7-9 pm

 12/03/12 - Club meeting at the Moose
Lodge 7:00 pm
 12/19/12 - KSFCA Board Meeting
home of Tom Zapp
7:00 pm
 12/04/12 - Fly tying 7:00pm—9:00pm
at the Moose Lodge
 12/11/12 - Fly tying 7:00pm—9:00pm
at the Moose Lodge
 12/18/12 - Fly tying 7:00pm—9:00pm
at the Moose Lodge
 12/25/12 - Merry Christmas
 12/31/12 - New Years Eve

New Years

Eve

Officers and Board members

Officers
President

Mark D’Aloia

(847)223-9311

V. Pres.

Terry Holmes

(262)620-0643

Secretary

Lynn Davis

(630)-267-1142

Treasurer

Jim Hanrahan (262)818-3454

Board Members
4 yr. 2014 Paul Davis
Mike Smith

(860)877-3113
(414)331-3423

3 yr. 2013 John Larsen
Tom Zapp

(262)694-0860
(262)220-0476

2 yr. 2012 Troy Alley
(262)748-3537
Jerry Vigansky (262)945-4710
1 yr. 2011

Jim Zondlak
Jack Springer

(262)697-4132
(262)694-9462

Committees & Members
Committee
Fish-N-Fun
Contest’s
Fundraiser

Sunshine
Supporting
Membership
Membership
Rearing Pond
Pike River
Fly Tying

Publication
Electronic Comm..

Guest Speakers

* Chairmen
*Jim Davis
Lynn Davis
*Tom Zapp
Mark D’Aloia
*Jim Hanrahan
Jim Johnson
Al Johnson
*Jerry Vigansky
*Dave Gehrke
Ray Hines
*Mike Smith
*Mark Hasenberg
John Larsen
* Jim Zondlak
*Jack Springer
Scott Kessler
Richard Kessler
Matt Hetchler
Al Dutkiewicz
*Troy Alley
*Mike Smith
Troy Alley
Jim Hanrahan
Jim Zondlak
*Jamie Hotzfield
Jerry Vigansky

2012 Schedule of Club Events
 02/06/12 - Board Elections
 02/25/12 - Swap Meet
 02/25/12 - Awards Banquet
 03/10/12 - Kenosha Expo
 03/11/12 - Kenosha Expo
 03/29/12 - Annual Fundraiser Dinner
 05/12/12 - Kids Fish-N-Fun
 05/20/12 - Monthly Tournament
 06/10/12 - Monthly Tournament
 06/16/12 - Coho Classic Tournament
 08/12/12 - Monthly Tournament
 09/16/12 - Monthly Tournament
 09/22/12 - Pike River Revival

KE N OS HA SP O R T F I S HI N G & C ON SE R V A T I ON
A S SO C I A T I ON
P.O. Box 746
Kenosha, WI 53144

President
V. Pres.
Secretary
Treasurer

The Kenosha Sport fishing and Conservation Association is a
non-profit organization dedicated to the protection and proper
utilization of the Great Lakes resources. Established in 1969 by

Mark D’Aloia
Terry Holmes
Lynn Davis
Jim Hanrahan

(847)223-9311
(262)620-0643
(630)-267-1142
(262)818-3454

local family fisherman, we continue to focus on conservation of
the Great Lakes. For over 40 years the K.S.F.C.A. has worked
to support our community and the Great Lakes through various
activities and educational programs. Some current examples
include: kids fishing programs, fly tying classes, Pike river
clean-up efforts, and stocking Lake Michigan with over 40,000
Chinook salmon annually.
If you would like to support these activities, please contact us by

Where The Kings Call Home!!

phone, mail, or email. We welcome anyone interested in becoming a member. If you are not interested in becoming a member,

On the Web: www.kenoshasportfishing.com
Like us on Facebook

Back Page Story Headline

Come join us for a fun packed evening and learn
to tie fishing flies. We will learn to tie dry and
wet flies, nymphs, streamers, bluegills, bass
flies, and your own personal favorites.
WHEN: First fly tying class is Tuesday, October
23, 2012, at 7:00 P.M.
LOCATION: Kenosha Moose Family Center,
3003 30th Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin 53144
WHERE: The basement of the center.
ENTRANCE:

Northwest door leadin to down-

stairs.
AGES: Adults and children twelve years of age
and older. Parents of

children are always

welcome to attend.
SPONSOR: Kenosha Sportsfishing and Conservation Association
CONTACTS:
Jack Springer
694-9462
Scott Kessler
553-9321

Caption describing picture or graphic.

but would still like to support these important activities in our
community, we do accept financial donations.

